
perpetuity.  If you wish to set up an
endowment that supports Access to
the Parks or another youth program,
please contact Randy Worls at (local)
243-4001 or 800-624-6988, Ext.
4001.
     To support youth programs, or
any other area of the parks, you can
choose the option that will make your
gift work in the best possible way for
you and your family.  While most
people are familiar with cash gifts,
there are numerous other ways to
make a contribution to The Oglebay
Foundation.  These include:
• Gifts of Appreciated Property (long-
term appreciated securities or real
estate) can create very favorable tax
benefits.
• Bequests through wills can provide
the opportunity to honor and sustain
a family name in conjunction with The

all is a time of reflection for
many of us...it is also a time

when we review our financial
affairs while there is still time to
maximize tax savings and other
benefits before year’s end.  One of
the things that has always made our
parks special is your tradition of
sharing your good fortune with the

greater community through gifts to
the Parks System Trust Fund and
now, The Oglebay Foundation.

Making an annual unrestricted
contribution to The Oglebay
Foundation, which presently benefits
Access to the Parks, assures that
“good fortune” will indeed smile on
those youngsters who do not have the

resources to enjoy park
facilities on a regular basis.
Contributions postmarked
by December 31 may help
minimize your taxable
income for 2004.
     While unrestricted gifts
fund Access on a yearly
basis, foundation officials
also hope to raise
endowment funds to
guarantee financial support
for this worthy program in

Friends of Oglebay Annual Campaign in Full Swing
Unrestricted Gifts Benefit Access to the Parks

Asante and Sana are two lively new additions
to the meerkat family at Oglebay's Good Zoo.

Oglebay Foundation’s name
recognition program.
• Life Income/Charitable Trusts offer
an opportunity to make a substantial
gift without forfeiting annual income
produced by these assets.
• Many companies will match a
donor’s contribution through a
corporate Matching Gifts program.
• Life Insurance can play a very
important part in planned charitable
giving.  Life insurance for charitable
purposes can be accomplished by (1)
the transfer of ownership of an existing
policy to The Oglebay Foundation, or
(2) the purchase of life insurance
which names The Oglebay Foundation
as the beneficiary and/or owner.
• Gifts-in-Kind are gifts of goods and
services and can be of great financial
assistance to The Oglebay Foundation.

hat is a meerkat? you ask.  If you haven’t
been to Oglebay’s Good Zoo lately, you just

might want to stop in and check out the furry,
lively meerkat family.  Although the adults have been
in residence for several years, the first babies weren’t
born until recently, two tiny meerkats who have been
named Asante and Sana (which collectively means
“thank you very much” in Swahili).
     The two male meerkats were born August 21 and

weighed in at about 30 grams each according to
Joe Greathouse, animal curator.  “The mother
had a difficult delivery, and zoo staff had to hand
feed the babies during the first twenty-four hours,”
says Greathouse.  “When she recovered, however,
she allowed both infants to nurse and she has
been taking good care of them ever since.”  Asante
and Sana will not be considered adults until they
are close to a year old.

Meerkats are a type of mongoose, a small
carnivore native to Africa and Asia.  In captivity
they can easily live to fifteen years of age; in the
wild their life span would most likely be shorter.
The two baby meerkats live with their family in a
natural environment on the lower lobby of the
main zoo building.

Two female North American river otter pups
also arrived at the Good Zoo recently, by way of
the Dickerson Park Zoo in Springfield, Missouri.
At press time, it was still to be determined when
they will go on display as they adjust to their
environment.  “When they are able to interact
with the other otters, they will be extremely playful
and visitors will enjoy watching the new otter
pups,” says zoo director Penny Miller.

Endowment support for traveling/educational
exhibits and new animal exhibits will allow the
zoo to continue to bring interesting and unusual
animals for short-term visits.  If your interest
lies in supporting programs at the Good Zoo,
please contact Miller at 243-4027 or 800-624-
6988, Ext. 4027.

 Good Zoo Welcomes Two Baby Meerkats

Let's Ski
Winter Sport Returns
to Oglebay Thanks to
Hard Work of Friends

hanks to the efforts of a local
committee of volunteers, the Wheeling

Park Commission will be re-
establishing skiing at Oglebay this winter.
Weather permitting, park officials are
looking at a mid-December opening.  To
date the committee has raised more than
$1 million to help meet the $1.2 million
goal to purchase and install a triple chair
lift and an efficient modern snow-making
system.  While the committee is seeking
donations of any amount, donors who
pledge at least $1,000 a year over a three-
year period will have their names displayed
on an honor roll plaque in the ski lodge.

Committee members leading the
fundraising project include:  Paul Exley,
chair; David Weaver, Greg McDermott, Dr.
Kenneth Nanners, Lee Paull, IV, and Chris
Freeman.  “I learned to ski at Oglebay
before there was a ski lodge,” says Exley,
“My children learned to ski there before
the ski lodge closed.”  “Skiing is a lifetime
sport that builds self-confidence in children,
provides for constructive, supervised
socializing, and is a healthy and safe
alternative for winter activity.  Bringing
skiing back to Oglebay will add
tremendously to the quality of life in the
Ohio Valley.”
     Oglebay’s “modern era” of skiing began
in 1963, with the installation of snow-
making equipment and a 1,200 foot Pomalift
at the driving range/Par 3 area.  The sport
was discontinued in 1997 due to prohibitive
costs.  Those who wish to donate to the
skiing initiative should contact any of the
committee or The Oglebay Foundation.
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This Snoopy and Charlie Brown exhibit was added to the lights show in
2002 by permission of the Charles Schulz estate.

Oglebay - A Laboratory for Learning
ne of the best-kept secrets at
Oglebay is the schedule of

professional training schools
that dot the calendar year after year,
filling lodge rooms and bringing
experts in their fields to Wheeling.
And, one of these schools has been
going on for more than forty years!
The schools were first encouraged by
the Wheeling Park Commission (WPC)
to fill lodge rooms during the sparse
winter months in the 1960s.

Over the years, however, they have
meant more than increased revenue,
for the schools have brought much
prestige and recognition to Wheeling’s
parks.  Oglebay has been designated
the National Training Center for Public
Facility Managers.

Oldest of the schools is the Reve-
nue Development and Management
School which grew out of a
conference sponsored by the
American Institute of Park Executives
and North Carolina State University
(NCSU) in the early '60s.  In 1972,
the Parks and Recreation Maintenance
Management School came into
existence.  Attracting professionals
from across the country, both schools

still take place during the winter.
The late Tom Hines, chair of the

parks and recreation curriculum at
NCSU for several decades, worked
closely with WPC officials to make the
schools top notch.  He said: “Much
of the success of these schools, the
first of their kind in the country, is
due to the cooperation of park
management and staff.  Oglebay is just
a great laboratory for learning.”

Each has its own board of regents
(steering/planning committee), and
a park commission liaison is assigned
to each.  In addition to the schools
geared specifically to parks and
recreation staff, the schedule for 2005
includes:
• National Institute of Golf
Management, in cooperation with the
National Golf Foundation;
• School for Zoo and Aquarium
Personnel, presented by the American
Zoological Association;
•  School of RV Park and Campground
Management, in cooperation with the
National Association of RV Parks &
Campgrounds;
•  Medical Transport Leadership
Institute, in cooperation with the

Association of Air Medical Services;
• Public Assembly Facility
Management School.
     Newest of the schools, the Event
Institute at Oglebay, will be presented
in cooperation with the International
Festivals and Events Association. It
will be held in late August.
     For the past decade, school
participants have enjoyed using the
state-of-the-art conference center built
adjacent to Glessner Hall at the lodge.
Recently, the conference center was
named in memory of George W. Lutz,
prominent Wheeling businessman,
through an estate gift from his
niece, Ellen Aldridge. This is in
keeping with The Oglebay
Foundation’s plan to
permanently link honored
names with the proud
tradition and vision of
our parks.

s early as 1930, a free day
camp program was in place
at Oglebay.  Supervised by the

West Virginia University Extension
Service, and financed with funds
provided by Wheeling residents, city
children were given the chance to be
“healthy, happy and educated.”  These
day camps gave children from local
playgrounds and orphanages a chance
to swim and take part in park activities
on Fridays in the summer.  During
the forties the excursions were called
“Oglebay Outings,” and they were
jointly sponsored by the Wheeling
Park Commission (WPC) and Oglebay
Institute.
     In 1949, a group of civic-minded
residents met with WPC officials to
plan the outings on a more organized
basis, and to establish a trust fund to
make it happen.  This group:  Peter

Front, Sig Front, L. Woodward
Franzheim, Jr.,  John H. Fair, Jr., and
F.C. Driehorst, incorporated as the
Oglebay Park Children’s Association
(OPCA) in 1950.  Sig Front served as
the first chairman.

     That same year, through the
generosity of Wheeling resident Tom
Cox, the OPCA shelter was built on
the bend of the road in the beech
woods picnic area.  This facility
symbolizes more than just a place for
campers to stop for lunch; it anchors
a program enduring in its concept.
Several thousand children of
playground age enjoy this supervised
day camp program each summer.
Proceeds from a generous trust
established by Jack Fair in 1972 are
used to enhance the program.

Looking Back:
Oglebay Park Children's Association

Program Founded in 1950
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November 1 - December 31     
Winter Festival of Lights

January 2 Last Day for Festival of Lights
15-16 Train Show - Wilson Lodge

Check Out Wilson Lodge Special Package Rates at
www.oglebay-resort.com or 1-800-624-6988

November 1 - January 2    Festival of Lights Package

January 2 - March 31 Early Bird Package
                                            Stress Break Package

February  18 - 21              Culinary Weekend
4 - 6 Murder Mystery Weekend

(also March 11-13, April 8-10)

The Oglebay Foundation
243-4166 or 800-624-6988, Ext. 4166

or the young and young at
heart, there is a whole

barnyard full of new animals at
Oglebay’s Winter Festival of Lights
(FOL) - set to run through January
2, 2005.  Among the new displays
is “Christmas Kittens,” designed by
fourth-grader Samantha Radvansky.
Samantha was the winner of the FOL
New Idea Contest that encouraged
school children to send in display
ideas following last year’s show.
(More than ninety designs were
received.)
       “We also decided to create
“Playful Pup,” a design suggested
by Julie Dorsey, another fourth
grader,” says director of marketing
Caren Knoyer.  “Julie submitted her
design before the contest, and her
initiative and enthusiasm prompted
us to hold the idea contest.”   The
“Pup” display is 16' wide by 8' tall.
The “Christmas Kittens” display,
created by the welding class at
Wheeling Park High School, is 25'
wide by 16' tall.
     “We have also added five new
displays of animals “peering” over

Winter Festival of Lights Burns
Brightly Through January 2

the fence at the Good Zoo,” says
Knoyer.  “There are five new
“Directional Snoopys” to help guide
visitors through the show as well.”

The lights show runs from dusk
to 11:00 p.m. nightly.  There is
plenty to see earlier in the day,
including the elaborate decorations
at the Mansion Museum and Wilson
Lodge, the Holiday LASER Show at
the Good Zoo, and shopping for
unique holiday gifts at Oglebay’s
specialty shops.  Visitors can also
take in “Animals for all Seasons” at
the zoo.  This activity is an aMAZING
journey through an indoor maze.
Participants spin a wheel to
determine their quest.  Then, they
find their way through the maze,
learning how bison, wolves, polar
bears, and cheetahs survive in all
seasons.  Each spin of the wheel is
a different journey!

Oglebay’s Winter Festival of Lights
Listed on the American Bus

Association’s Top
International Events

Top 100 Event by Eventcrazy.com

Dear Friends,
Although our parks have offered free day camp

programs since 1930, there has never been a time
when we have been able to do so much for so
many youngsters.  Today, thanks to your generosity,
we are able to offer three major programs, each
slightly different in its approach.

The Oglebay Park Children’s Association
(OPCA) is an organized day camp for city
playground children, Access to the Parks enables
participants to use recreational facilities on an
individual basis with friends, and the Yates Family
Youth Sports Foundation is a scholarship-type
program that allows girls and boys who wish to
learn or get better at a sport that is played in the
parks.  This past year, more than three thousand
youngsters made over twenty five thousand visits
to the parks through these three programs.
     We are pleased to announce that skiing will
start up again this winter, thanks to a group of
hard-working volunteers who wouldn’t take no for
an answer.  With enthusiastic support from park
commissioners, a volunteer committee and The
Oglebay Foundation have raised more than $1
million to make it happen.
     In order to stay viable in today’s competitive
market, where many attractions vie for the leisure
dollar, the Good Zoo must continually upgrade
and add interesting animal displays to entice
families to return for repeat visits. This year the
staff welcomes two baby meerkats and river otter
pups to the zoo family (see page 2).
     Last, but not least, we want to share with you
the story of our continuing education schools, one
of which goes back more than four decades.  These
schools, held at Wilson Lodge, bring experts and
professionals from all over the country throughout
the year.  It is a wonderful thing for our staff to be
able to interact with these visitors, and they also
learn from us. These groups also bring additional
revenue into the parks system.
     Happy and Healthy Holidays to all and thanks
for your support all year,

Randy Worls, President
The Oglebay Foundation

Youth Programs Make Dreams
Come True in 2004

Fall/Winter 2004
Vol. 8 No. 2
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t has been a successful year in meeting the
needs of underserved youngsters in the
community according to John Hargleroad,
director of operations for the Wheeling Park
Commission.  “More children than ever qualified
for the Access to the Parks program,” Hargleroad
says.  “In addition, more than twenty social
service agencies helped promote the program
and received free activities for their clients.”

Access to the Parks was started when the
extreme downsizing of the industrial base of the
Ohio Valley left Wheeling and the surrounding
areas with a severe economic challenge.  As a
result of this, many local families have seen their
income significantly decreased.  About forty per
cent of Ohio County children qualified for the
free or reduced lunch programs within the public
school system.  This means they also qualify for
the special parks pass through Access to enjoy
the recreational facilities at Oglebay and Wheeling
Park on a regular
basis throughout
the summer
months.

     Operating on
a more structured
basis, the Oglebay
Park Children’s
Association
(OPCA) continues
to bring children
to the parks for a
day of supervised
fun each week in
the summer.
Counselors are
provided by the
Wheeling
Recreation
Department.  This
is the oldest of the

youth programs, going back to the early 1950s.
About five thousand visits from youth of playground
age occurred in 2004.  (You can read more about
this program in Looking Back on Page 3.)

Last but not least, the Yates Family Youth
Sports Foundation is providing funds for
youngsters who wish to learn, practice, or
participate in golf, tennis, soccer or hockey, but
cannot because of financial reasons.  Established
by former Wheeling resident Ray Yates, and his
wife Willie, the Yates Foundation believes that
every child’s dream of learning these sports can
come true.  It is antici-pated that by the end of
2004 more than $1 million in college scholarships
will have been generated through this program.

The continued success of these programs
depend on support of The Oglebay Foundation.
Currently, undesignated annual gifts are used to
fund Access to the Parks, this past year about
$130,000.

Area youngsters are able to enjoy Oglebay and Wheeling Park more than ever
before thanks to the generosity of many Friends.
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