
Classic (at that time, the richest and most
prestigious golf tournament ever held in West
Virginia).  For more than a year, hundreds of area
volunteers, under the leadership of the Wheeling
Area Chamber of Commerce, prepared for the
spotlight event.

A talented field came to Wheeling that first
year, including twenty-two of the top thirty money
winners.  The list included perennial favorites
Marlene Hagge, Betsy Cullen, Judy Rankin, and
Betsy Rawls; current money leaders Jane Blalock,
Sandra Palmer, and Susie Maxwell Berning; and
exciting newcomers Laura Baugh, Hollis Stacy, and
Susan O’Conner.

Despite a little rain early in the week, the
tournament would go flawlessly, thanks to hundreds
of tireless volunteers, including Lenore Joseph
and Mary T. Serig from the sponsoring committee,
Sam Khoury, in charge of physical arrangements
at Speidel, and park officials Ed Murphy and Randy
Worls.

On opening day, the threesome of Laura Baugh,

Maria Astrologes, and talented rookie, Pat Bradley,
attracted the largest gallery (their following
ballooned to as many as 400 at times).  By day’s
end, the sizzling, consistent play of four-year
veteran Carole Jo Skala put her in the first round
lead with a 3-under par 69.

The Wheeling Classic then turned into an ex-
hibition—and it was all Carole Jo’s show.  While
many of the first day challengers faded under the
oppressive heat on Saturday, the personable mother
of three, sometimes wrapping a towel around her
head in response to the sweltering temperatures,
carefully, but not conservatively, took two more
strokes off her score.  Skala then cruised into
Sunday’s finale with a six-stroke lead.

Despite a charge by Jane Blalock on Sunday,
Carole Jo Skala won the inaugural tournament by
four strokes.  It was a good week for Skala, and
she praised tournament officials and Wheeling.
“I’ve had more fun here than at any other
tournament I’ve ever played in,” she said.  “It was

The West Virginia Open found a permanent home at Oglebay's tennis complex, under the sponsorship
of the Wheeling-Oglebay Tennis Club.

Early Horne's
Tournaments
Dominated by
Sally Carroll and
Karen Murphy

In 1974 the Horne’s Women’s amateur was
in its fourth year at Oglebay’s Crispin Course, and
a major battle was expected between two Wheeling
golfers, defending champion Karen Murphy, and
seven-time West Virginia amateur champion, Sally
Carroll.  Although Carroll won the first two
Horne’s, she did not play in 1973.  Murphy won
that tournament by an impressive nine strokes,
then repeated the feat in ‘74.  Her wins tightened
the (press-dubbed) “Murphy Monopoly” on Ohio
Valley golf.  Like older brothers Larry and Tom,
Karen and youngest brother, Jim, were now
formidable players in their own right (Karen
Murphy Waialae is the WPC’s  teaching
professional).

Ackerman Wins
Coveted Bernhardt's
Tournament

In June, a field of more than three hundred
teed off in the 30th Bernhardt’s amateur golf
classic, for more than half a century the Ohio
Valley’s version of the U.S. Open.  During its run
of more than fifty tournaments, the Bernhardt’s
was the most coveted win on the local scene.
While area perennials had their share of wins—
Evo Petri and Fred Jefferson had both won the
Bernhardt’s five times by 1974—recent history
belonged to the young players.

Dominance of the college set began in 1969
when Wheeling’s Larry Murphy, then a student at
Michigan State, bested the field with a five-under-
par 137 finish.  Brother Tom Murphy, who also
played at Michigan State, won in 1971 by shooting
a 136.  Then came Ron Skiles, from California
State (PA), who won in 1972, and Steve Groves,
Ohio State, who won in 1973 and turned pro later

that summer.
When the waterlogged Bernhardt’s was over

in ‘74, however, it was the “coach” who had
showed the youngsters how to golf.  Tom
Ackerman, with a sizeable gallery following, won
the medal play by four strokes; back to back
victories in the Cooey-Bentz and Bernhardt’s, less
than two weeks apart, were his first wins in many
years of playing the local links.

Throughout its history, the Bernhardt’s con-
sistently drew a strong field of tri-state amateurs.
It was the tournament everyone wanted to win,
symbolic of the championship of Ohio Valley
amateur golf.  A number of contenders went on
to become playing or teaching pros.  Perhaps the
best known is Tom Weiskopf who went on to a
prestigious career in the PGA, but did not win at
Crispin in his two attempts.

Blake Watt Shoots
First Sub-Par
Round in Stone
and Thomas Classic

By the 1974 Stone and Thomas Classic, in its
third year at Speidel’s Jones Course, not a single
contestant had broken par.  In fact, only one even
par-round was completed in the first two years,
in 1972 when Moundsville native Mark Wheaton
broke 150 with brisk winds and difficult pin
placements prevailing.  In 1973, Larry Lis, of
Avella, PA, one of the most dominant Ohio Valley
amateur golfers in the 1970s, could not break
par despite winning three strokes ahead of
Pittsburgh’s Steve Misgalla.

There was considerable build-up for the 3rd
Stone and Thomas.  The newest of the amateur
tournaments had developed into a first-class event
that boasted a difference from the others; a Class
A flight for handicaps of six or lower, and Class
B for those with higher handicaps.  Chairman
Norv Kent predicted the scores would be lower
in ‘74.  “The (Jones) course is maturing and in
beautiful condition, and valley golfers will be
ready,” he told the press.

Tom Murphy was going after the “grand slam,”
the Stone and Thomas being the only
championship eluding him to that point.  Coach
Tom Ackerman was on the hottest streak of his
life, having brought home trophies from four
straight tournaments.  When play began, Ohio
University golfer Blake Watt shot the first sub-par
round as he fired a brilliant 68.

On day two he fell behind to steady playing
Randy Hillis, the nineteen-year-old son of a
teaching pro from New Cumberland, WV.  Hillis
fired a 75 on a windy Sunday to come from five
strokes behind for a one-stroke victory over Watt.
Local golfer Kirk Nolte came in third, six strokes
off the pace, and Murphy and Ackerman were
further behind.  Defending champion Larry Lis
was also off the mark, but gained national
prominence the summer of ‘74 with a first round
upset of defending champion Craig Stadler at the
U.S. Amateur.

WPC Pro Wins
18th Annual West
Virginia Open

Early in the summer, at the Oglebay tennis
center, a strong field stormed the nets at the
18th annual West Virginia Open, the first-class
tournament sponsored by the Wheeling-Oglebay
Tennis Club.  Throughout its history, the Open
has consistently attracted top players from the
tri-state and eastern U.S.  In ‘74, the Wheeling
Park Commission’s own pro, Fritz Schunk, won
his 2nd straight men’s title.   Although Baltimore’s
Mickey Pardew beat Wheeling’s Jack Dorsey in
the men’s forty-five and over division, Dorsey
posted his share of wins in the WV Open over
the years, more than any other local contender.

First All-
Professional Tennis
Tournament Held

Another late summer event was the first all-
professional tennis tournament ever played at
Oglebay, the Glenn Straub Pro Classic.  To add to
the interest, players were chosen at this event to
form the Mid-Atlantic States Association of Tennis
Professional’s team that would play at the national
event that fall.  In the men’s singles, Gene Russo
of Fairfax, VA, survived a late charge by Oglebay
pro Fritz Schunk to claim top honors in a clash
of left-handers.  At the time, both Russo and
Schunk were Open champions of their respective
state tournaments.

LPGA Begins
Eleven Year Tour
Stop at Oglebay

Surely, the most exciting event of the summer
of ‘74 was the inaugural visit to Wheeling of the
women of the LPGA (Ladies Professional Golf
Association) to compete in the $35,000 Wheeling

The Summer of '74. . .

Elby's AAU Swim Meet Grabs Spotlight at Wheeling ParkStage and T.V. Celebrity Awards Trophies at Annual Dog Show/Obedience Trial

Teaching pro Karen Murphy Waialae grew up on the
Oglebay golf courses, where she and her brothers won
their share of tournaments in the 1970s.

 Oldest of the parks’ sporting events, the 32nd Tri-
State Kennel Association Dog Show and Obedience
Trial was a happening at Oglebay’s Crispin Center
athletic field in late summer.  More than eight
hundred show dogs from the eastern states were

Basquette, a Wheeling resident, was on the host
committee.  Rhoda Zubak, who taught obedience
classes at Oglebay for decades, chaired the
obedience trials at the ‘74 show.

entered.  Top honors went to a handsome West
Highland Terrier from Connecticut who shared the
spotlight with Marge Champion, long-time star of
stage, screen, and television.  Champion was on
hand to present the trophies.  Her sister, Lina

Swimming also took center-stage the summer
of ‘74, when a number of future Olympic hopefuls
were among the 620 entrants in the gigantic Elby’s
AAU Swim Meet at Wheeling Park.  This AAU-
sanctioned meet, hosted by the Ohio Valley YMCA

Swim Club, and sponsored by Boury, Inc., shaped
up to be a huge event.  There were a total of thirty-
one swim clubs and six states represented.

Western Pennsylvanian Jan Ujevich headed the
strong field, at twelve years of age the holder of

several national Y and AAU records.  Local
contenders included West Liberty State NAIA All-
American back-stroker Yoel Kende, and Wheeling’s
Elaine Grewe, a sixteen-year old super swimmer
who was seeded in five events.

Continued back page

A Season to Remember



Calendar of Events
FRIENDS

of

Wheeling, WV 26003

Return Service Requested

PRSRT STD
U. S. POSTAGE

PAID
WHEELING, WV
PERMIT NO. 622

the first time any member of my family has ever seen me win, and
we’ve enjoyed ourselves all week here at Oglebay.”  “It’s as fine a
recreational area as I’ve ever seen,” added Skala.

There were ten more LPGA tournaments held at Speidel, but the
first one was special, and it capped a summer of sports excitement
that may never be duplicated.  The summer of ‘74 was enough to
make long-time Wheeling News Register columnist Don Daniels
remark, “Makes me feel good, this stuff.”  Truly, we all felt good that
special season.

(Editor’s Note:  In earlier years, when prize purses were much smaller,
many LPGA rookies stayed with local families during tournaments.
In 1974, it was my privilege to host Pat Bradley and Louise Bruce at
my home on Park Place during their rookie season.  Bradley, of course,
went on to become a super star and Hall of Famer.  Bruce played well
on the circuit for a number of years, and is now a teaching pro in
California.  Another ‘74 rookie, Millie Keeter, joined the Oglebay staff
for several years to head up the Junior Golf program.  Retired WPC
golf superintendent Ed Murphy, and his wife Toni, are proud parents
of the “Murphy Monopoly.”)

August
7 - 8                       Scott Lumber Amateur, Speidel
27-29 Classic Car Show, Oglebay

September
4 - 5                       Labor Day Celebration, Oglebay

                                 Woodcarver’s Show
                                 Ft. Henry Days

Robinson Automotive Amateur Classic,
Wheeling Park

5 Wheeling Symphony and Fireworks

October
  1 - 3                       Oglebayfest

21-24 Boo at the Zoo
 28-31 Boo at the Zoo

November
1 Winter Festival of Lights begins

  6-14                       Festival of Trees, Pine Room

For further information call 304-243-4010 or 1-888-OGLEBAY
For Oglebay Foundation call: 304-243-4166

LPGA Begins Eleven Year Tour
Stop at Oglebay Cont.

Dear Friends,
It has been thirty years since the women of

the Ladies Professional Golf Association (LPGA)
first came to Oglebay and left us with so many
memories.  The first Wheeling Classic in 1974
capped a summer of exciting tournaments and
events at Oglebay and Wheeling Park that are
worth remembering once again.  That entire
season was truly “one shining moment” in the
history of our parks.

The events that summer, as now, could not
happen without the volunteer efforts of
organizations that are affiliated with the parks,
such as the Oglebay men’s and women’s golf
clubs, the Wheeling Park men’s and women’s
golf clubs, and the Wheeling-Oglebay Tennis
Club.  Their involvement and hard work,
combined with the support of local businesses,
is as crucial today as it was three decades ago.

There are more than twenty special interest
groups affiliated with the Wheeling Park
Commission (WPC).  Most of the programs and
special events you enjoy every year are possible
only through their involvement and financial
support.  You will hear about each one of them
in future newsletters.

Last, but not least, I want to mention the
outstanding support our parks have received
over the years from The Ogden Newspapers.
Throughout the year, the Wheeling press has
championed and promoted our parks. Much of
the information in this issue was gleaned from
the files of the Wheeling Intelligencer and
Wheeling News Register.

To all of you who have helped create and
promote the excellent parks system we have
today, we say thank you.

Sincerely,
Randy Worls, President
The Oglebay Foundation
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25th Annual Cooey-Bentz Kicks off Golf Season
Tournament golf peaked in 1974, with a full slate of amateur events enhanced by the prestigious first-

year Wheeling Classic (LPGA).  The Wheeling Park Men’s Golf Club hosted events from spring to fall; in
addition to the prestigious Cooey-Bentz Amateur, there was the Value City match-play tournament, the 36-
hole Tri-State Asphalt best ball, medal, and handicap tournament, and the Figaretti’s medal and handicap
tournament.

It was the silver anniversary for the Cooey-Bentz, traditionally the tournament that kicked off the golf
season in the Ohio Valley.  Among the entrants in ‘74 were Evo Petri, who won the first Cooey-Bentz in
1949, and five-time winner Fred Jefferson.  This tournament, however, belonged to Tom Ackerman, at that
time the West Liberty State College basketball coach.  Ackerman shot a spectacular 60 on Saturday and a
66 on Sunday for his first major victory.  After his win in the Cooey-Bentz, the self-taught Ackerman was a
consistent player on the local circuit for several decades.

Wheeling and the tri-state have enjoyed great
moments in sports over the years, many of them on
the golf links and tennis courts at the parks.  The
summer of ‘74, however, turned out to be one of the
most memorable in history; top-flight amateur
competition was as its peak, and a professional
spectacle made its debut that captured the public’s
fascination for eleven years, the Ladies Professional
Golf Association (LPGA) tournament at Oglebay.  The
Wheeling Classic attracted spectators and sports writers
from far beyond the Ohio Valley.

Sports mania was everywhere you looked in the
tri-state in 1974!  Wheeling American Legion Post No.
1 advanced to the state American Legion baseball
finals, Martin’s Ferry native Lou Groza was inducted
into the Pro Football Hall of Fame in Canton, and the
major league baseball all-star game was played in
Pittsburgh. It was enough to make Wheeling
Intelligencer associate sports editor Doug Huff long
for fall to come.  “At least football on-the-spot coverage
is generally limited to weekends,” he remarked.

The LPGA came to Speidel for eleven years beginning in 1974.


